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, . M ::d I ^0 Whiitea 

The FDI wndc^U against Dr. Martin 
l.uthcr Kia^ Jr. didn't end viith his mur- 
cl*T. FBI Director J. Efl^tar Hoover, who 
Itad tried to blacken King s name ultile he 
was a five, also tikd to tarnish U after his 
* / death. 

Not long after KIp^ wns gunned down on 
. the balcony of tiH Memphis motel on April 
4 . h)G8. lloo\*er sent word to me that thdl 
motive behind tlic murder was ciickoldry, ' 

- . — .that the absasiin apparently had been • 

hired by a jealo;is husband. ! 

r I have la;l J b;ick thS^.stoi y for mqr^ than 
• seven years U'cause of my rule aguiie^t 
revealing snur« es. But Hoover K now 
fading from tliC i'Otilcmp'irary scene into 
histoiy. His inci^iblc attempt tu panic 
King into committing suicide, it a\*ms to 
me, also abrogates any right he may have 
had to confidentialUy. Tlierefore. 1 have 
decided It is in Uic public interest totell the 
story. 

Back in 1^. I was on good terms with 
N the old FBI curmodgi'on. He sent word 
through an Intcrinodiary that King's 
kiOcr, James Earl Ray, had been In Cot 
Angeles shortly before he returred i-ast to 
StaHc the civil riglits leader. 

Hoover's mc^sengef suggested that Ray 
had been hired b^ a Jealous husband, who 
had become enrat;ed by U;c discovery licit 
hts wife had borne King's child. The iii> 
termediary ' Ideiilificd the Los Angdet^ 

• coun’e and shoAcd me suppi>r»iiip data,* 
liKiuding an FBI report dc.Hcribing a 
* passionate interlude between the wife and 
hr. King in a New York Ciiy hotel. . ^ 

1 was eager, of course, to find out wlio 
I was behind the a nation. ^ 1 flew to 
1 l/m Angeles and did my daihiKdcst to 
I confirm tlic FBI leads. I waylaid the wife 
• 1 and husband separately for con* 

* frontntlonal Intorvtews^and qiicstiOflcd ' 
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others who might have known of the 
alk-ged love affair, the paternity of the 
child or the altitude of the husband tow ard 
King. 

I could find absolutely no evidence that 
contnidirted the couple's own evplanation 
that Dr. King was an honon*J friend of thp 
family, a frequent guest in their home and 
nothing more. 

1 a.'.50 di5covered with deepening ap- 
prehension that there were no 1*31 agents 
on this trail that was suppored to be so hot. 

1 returned to Washington «ati.sfied that the 
FBI story was erreoeous and half con- 
vinced that it was a deliberate hoax. 

Yet I was reluctant to believe ill of 
Hoover. LU;c so many others. I wanted to 
believe (here uai at least one rock of in- 
tegrity in Washington. He had. after alL 
creak'd a iriracle an honest and cf< 
ficient police force out of what had been 
1924 a corrupt menn^iieof drunss. hocks, 
mbfits and courthouse hangers on. So I 
kept Uie JuT)’ out on Hoover. 

In late 1070 the jury came In. for me. I 
happened to be on an airplane w ith the lata 
Rep. Hale Ekiggs (D-La.l. then the^iousa 
majority kador. He (old me how members 
of Congress were being intimidated, if not 
blackmailed, by Hoover. 

He said Dial (tie FBI w uuld come upon a 
ikekdon In a member's ck&ct —a woman, 
a vice,, a shady business associate and'* 
lh»>n get word to him ih.u an arcusalioa 
against him hod reached tl-e FBI aiui (hey 
wanted to alert him so be could be on • 
guard. ,Frora Ihen on the member was ] 
hkoly to be a c;«pt i vcxif Hoover. I 

For the next few days, I circulated J 
among officials and reporters who were* 
likely to know* soir.ctliing about the d irfc 
side of Hoover. I dlscov crod that every last 
one of Uieni wa^ afraid of Hoover. A chrek 
of the newspaper morgues In bte I97f 
demonstrated the mult of Hoover's 
carrot-and '.llck mastery of p*jbllc 
relations: decodes of budatory. oHen 
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^ollzlng coverage; but no sustained 
brass-knuckled, mass circuL-uiiML-aiiack* 
.andfew crilicismsofanykind 
^ Becaitic we believed no police (rffidal 
aiiould ever become this powerriiJ In 
‘'^vtttigation of the 
r chief. In a series of columns that ran 
fporadicalty from December, |970 
through the fall of nUix-^o-revealed 
among other things: 

( That Hoover had received $50,000 for 
books written in his name bv FBI per* 
sc^neJ on government lime; that he had 
accept^ anna-il free vacations at Che 
Hotel Del Charro near the Dd Mar. Calif. 
Mce track from oil millionaire Clint 
Murchison Jr.: that Hoover used the FBI 
to dig up and ciculate dirt about the 

E ivate lives of prominent Amcricam who 
d cornmitti*d no crimes; that he bad 
kept mem hers of Congress under sur* 
veiJlance Uien h«J iilHMJt it. 

* .J*«® <^*s<^vovered that the man of 

steel, the deily who keid a life-sized biXKize 
. bust of himself in the foyer of his borne 1 1 
was hi reality, ewn as you and I. a fatty 1^ 
with a tweet tooCi and a itomach full d 
, *®*^^”*J * dweller In a burglary-ridden 
ncl^borhood whose own Christmas lighu 
bad been vandalized; a fearful old man 
who crouched In one corner of his 
..^bulletproof limousine and propped uo his 
hat in another corner. 

As t!ie monlhs ot iv/t pj!»scd. and it was 
(hat we fiad not been struck down by 
lightning, critical scrutiny began 
througlnrul the national media — Life, 
Time, New*s\ieek, Itie duily press, uightly 
lelcvisiofL • • • o- / 

The result w>s Instructive. Hoover 
suddenly polled in his horns. ^ 

White House aides complained that 
Hower hed grown soft. But Hoover had 
rediscovered (he restraints of the 
Araericaa systcni — too late tor his 
reputation but rM>l Iw late for ttie country 
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